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to his brother and informed  him of what had  passed.    Having then recourse
to another stratagem in order to send al-Faiz out of the country, he despatched
him off to Mosul for the purpose of bringing up reinforcements from that city and
Mesopotamia.    Al-Faiz died on reaching the city of Sinjar.    These two individuals
being thus removed out of the way, the generals who had conspired with them
abandoned their projects and acknowledged, though much against their will, the
authority of al-Malik al-Kamil.    The Damietta business then came on, but this
is a subject on which we need not expatiate.    The Franks, on obtaining pos-
session of Damietta, marched out with the intention of reaching Old and New
Cairo, and they encamped at the extremity of the isle on which Damietla is situated,
the Moslims haung already occupied the village of al-Mansura, on the other side
of the river.    This river is the Ushmum (branch of the Nile).    Almighty God, by
his favour and generous bounty, granted the victory to the Moslims, and, on the
eve of Friday,  the 7th of Rajab, A.  H.  618 (27th August, A.  D.  1221), the
Franks abandoned their position.    A peace being concluded between the two par-
ties, on the  llth of the same month, the enemy evacuated the country in the
month of Shaaban (September-October) of that year.    They had passed forty months
and seventeen days in the land of Islamisra, part of the time in Syria, and the
rest in Egypt, but God averted their evil designs; praise be unto him for so doing!
For the particulars of this event, we refer the reader to our notice on Yahya Ibn
al-Jarrah.    When al-Malik al-Kamil was delivered from the uneasiness which the
presence of the Franks had given him, he found leisure to think of the emirs
who had endeavoured to subvert his authority; and,  having expelled them from
Egypt, he broke up and dispersed their party.    On entering Cairo, he took steps
for restoring the prosperity of the country, and proceeded to the recovery of the
taxes from all the quarters in which they were due.    Al-Malik al-Kamil was a
powerful monarch, and left an honourable reputation; he loved men of learning
(the doctors of the law), and, being a strict observer of the doctrines of the sunna
(the authentic records of Muhammad's acts and sayings), he adhered with zeal to the
orthodox belief: he liked the society of talented men; in all his undertakings he
evinced great foresight, never taking an unseasonable measure, and avoiding equally
the extremes of parsimony and prodigality.    Every Thursday,  a number of the
learned went to pass the evening with him, and he took a share in their discussions,
questioning them on the obscure points of the different sciences, and treating them
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